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A SERMON PREACHED 171 
in the Pariſh Church of Banbury on = 
Tueſday the fourch'of March laſtpaſt, vpon occa-. 


ſion of a moſt terrible fire that happened there on the Sab- 
bath day immediatly precedent, and within the ſpace of foure 
houres was carried from the onc end of the Towne to the other, 
with that fury, as continuing to burae all the night, and much of 
the next day, i: conſumed 103. dwelling houſes, 20. kilne- 
houſes, and other out-houſes, to the number of 660. 
bayes and vpwards, together with ſo much male and 
other graine and commodities, as amounted at | 
thelcaſttothevalucof ewenty thou- | 
| | | 
| 


ſand pounds, 


And now publiſhed for the ſe of others, 
by the Author 


WILLIAM WHATELY Vicarof Banbury. _ 


2PET. 3.14. 


The heauens being on fire ſhail be diJolued, and the 
elements ſhall melt with feruent heat. 
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in the County of Oxon, the Author wifheth all 
happineſſe, dedicating to them with this little 


Booke, himſclfe and all that he 
can does. 


Z2JF|Earc brethren ; A true Chri- 
NE ſtian is the only happy 

5 I man. He is a gayner byall 
o| things. If his ſtate decreaſe, 

| = his {innc decreaſerth too. If 
his body be ficke, his corruptions ſicken 
alſo: It his outward man decay, his inward 
man is ſtrengrhned. It earth fauour him 
leſſe, he runs faſter ro heauen : If friends 
prouc vnkinde, he truſts morein the kind- 
nes of God. Itdeath Kill his body , it kills 


ſinnc too, his greateſt enemy , which, 


before, cannot be quite killed, But this 


happineſſe falleth not into che mouth of 
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be Epiſile Deatcatory. 
h ' a. good man in his {leepe and in his 
y dreames, withour his working, labouring, 
codcuouring. The blcfling of God calts 

= not good things vpon vs in ſuch a carc- 
 _ Tefletalhion, to fauour our idleneſſe, Wee 
muſt finds them by ſceking, and atraine 
' chem by taking paines for them, Hethat 
i would terchgaine out of loſle, muſt (wear 
for it. When I faw therfore the dammage 
which you had ſuſtained in your ſtates, 
I bcthought my ſelfe of helping you to 
rcape ſome profit by that diſtreſſe, To 
that end I mcditated theſe things, and 
ſpake them to you at our next publike 
mecting. To the ſamecnd, [I haue made 
my thoughts legible, putting them into 
your hands, and prefenting them vnto 
your cycs, that you might not beablcto 
forget them vnleſſe you will put on wil 
fulnefle. Accept them as ſignes of my 
tender care ouer you , and O that cuery 
man amongſt you would get this booke 
into his houſe and hands, and reade it 
more then once, and ſtudy it wich ſerious 
attention, I knoy it is not of any-great 
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T be Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
value in irſclfe, burir is particularly and 
peculiarly fitted-for your preſent vic, and 
in that regard may more profit you, than 
a better treatiſe in another kinde, I know 
minc owne wants well cnough, ncithar 
docl long to be publike. Yer nowhaueT 
put my. ſclfe forth of my priuate ſtudy, 
for your greater benefit, in hope allo to 
dcriuc the fruit of your calamity ro many 
more beſides your ſclues. I would it 
might pleaſe the diuine Maiclly, to incline 
your wills to the following of the 
counſell which this booke preſents 
ynto you: And Othat he would allo ſtirre 
vp the hearts of all thoſe thar ſhall reade 
theſe lines, to pray for your proficing by 
the ſtroke, and withall, out of compaſlion 
to your wants, to be as forward for your 
ſupply as fome haue bene already, How 
happy ſhould this correction be (and 
how bleſſed the wiſe correftor) which: 


ſhould at once further your reckoning, 


by procuring your amendment, & furcher 


thereckoning of many more by inlarging 
their bountie : and how happy {houldI 
account 
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T be Epiſile Dedicatory. 


account my felfc if I might become an 
happy inſtrument of both. On the bended 
knces of my ſoulc I beg both, of him that 
can giuc both, bur the firlt in rhe firſt 


place. If our liues be better than before, 


well are wee, though our ſtates be nener 


{o plentitull as they were before: but, woe 
vnto vs if we recouer our wealth, withovr 
reforming our faults. The all-powerfull 
and moſt gracious God, workethe former 
in you, thc latter for you : with this prayer 
I lcaue you to his goodnefle, and reſt 


Your well-wifhino Paſtor, 
William VVhately, 


From my fiady in Baxbyry 
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A Sermonpreached 
AT BANBVRY. = 
CIC 7 Elbeloued Neighbours, | 
h Friends, and Bretbret | 
in our Lord;To well pre- 74 
pared Hearers,a Preface = 
e both tedious, and ſu- , 
perfiuout : ſuch, I pre- j 
ITT > ſume,zbe preſent hand of 
——— God bath made you,more 


than any ſpeech of mine can doe; for fight afarre 
more powerfull and commanding ſenſe, than hea- 
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ring. Accept therefore, 1 pray you, of a double er- þ 
rand, which IThaue to doe onto you ; one tm mine [ 
owne name, another it the name of Ged. From 1 


my ſelfe, I would ſpeake, partly, to them that hate 
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 Otnne no more. 
beene ſmitten with thu heauie ſtroke ; partly, to 


them that haue eſcaped it. To the former, by way 


of condoling with them firſt, then of comforting 
them. Tothe latter, to congratulate with them, 
and to inſtrutt them. Had I beene a ſtranger, to 


lodge amonest you for anight alone, or atraueller, 


to bait in_your Towne for an houre, or paſſe thorow 
your ſtreets for a moment, yet 1 could not but haue 


"adl lamented (0 heanie a ſpectacle, the flaming of 


ſo many houſes at once, the conſuming of ſo much 


ſubſtance, the out-cries of ſo many perſons, the de- 
{olationof ſo great a number of your dwellings ; 


but being an inhabitant, borne, bred, and brought 
wp amongst you from mine infancie, and neuer 
abſent from you aboue ſeuen yeares, for learnings 
{ake ; and n3w at laſt, a MiniSter amongst you, \ 
and Paſtor ouer you, for the ſpace of twenty yeares 
together ; I might be iuſtly charged to haue loſt all 


ſenſe and humanity, if T were not deepely touched 


with your calamitie. Giue mine eyes leaue there- 


fore, to ſpeake vuto you in the language of teares, 


and ſeeing I heard ſo generall a crie for water,ypas- 
ter, the other day; let me alſo cry, water, water ; 
and let all our eyes ioyne togetber, to powre forth 
a ſtreame of water, ſufficient to quench the re> 

mainders 
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mainders of thoſe flames which are yet burning 


Gods diſpleaſure for our finnes, which hath iuſtly 
kindled all theſe flames among vs. There haue 
beene mournfull ProphetsinI(racl, whoſeerrand 
was 10 take op a lamentation ouer their people, 
and call their bearers to mourning and ſadne/ſe ; 
ſuch an one it becommeth me to be at thi; time, and 
in thi place, and, O that I could performe it ef- 
feftually. For where ſhould we rather Weepe than 
here? in the preſence,and in the eares, of our mo{t 
graciou Father, wbo hath louingly ſmitten vs, 
and loueth'to ſee bu children (enfible of his blowes, 
meither can endure more than our ſelues ; ſuch 
bard hearted ſormes and daughters, as will make_ 
nothingofa beating. Moderate teares are pleafing 
zo God that ſmiteth, who doubtlejJe would haue 
hu children ſorry, that they haue made him au- 
gry : neither can anything leſſe become a Chriſti- 
ar, then ſenſeleſſe ſtoiciſme. Moderate teares are 
profitable to men that are ſmitten, who bs worſe 
than diuers beaſts, if they profit not by ſtripes, 
and cannot wax better by them, if they refuſe to 
ſmart onaer them. Let vs therefore weepe toge- 
ther, becauſe wee haue beene afjlifed together, 
B 2 yea, 


amongit you ; yea, wo quenchihe glowing fire of 
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A. Sinne no more: 


yea, becauſe we haue all together knned and pro- 
 oured affiiftion ; weepe you that haue loft your . 


goods or houſes in whole, or in part, and les mee 
Weepe With you; becauſe the Lords hand hath 
falne vpon you, and your ſelues bane proucked his 
band ; weepe your that haue beheldihe loſſes of 
your brethren, beeauſe your ſelues bate deſerued 
the croſſe as well asthey, and cannot tell how ſoone 
you may feele tt, Weepe you my neerer neigh- 
bours of the towne that ſtood amazed and perplex«= 
ed with fearfull ſuſpence, hoping, and yet doubting 
what would become of your own goods aud houſes. 
FWeepe youmy remoter neighbours of the country, 
that flood aſtoyiſhed inthe beholding of ſuch a re- 
medileſſe accident,and couldnet haue leaſure then 
zo weepe for wondring,or helping, or both.Weepe 
you that were then abſent,and ſaw'it not, but haue 
beene thii morning ſþectators of ſo great a'deſola- 
tion,as 1 thinke few of your eyesbaue euer ſeen be- 
fore. Weepe out of feare, as obildren, that fee their 
fathers wrath in beatins their brethren, ant! know 
ot who muſt ſuffer next. Weep incharity,toſhew 
your ſelues feeling members of the ſame body, 
whereof when: one member tr grieued all doe [ym- 


| pathize Weepin pityto belp to eaſe the burdens of 


the 


Sinne 18 M0re_. 3 
the diſtreſſed,who cannot but find their croſſes mi- 
tioated in finding a part of their ſorrowes borne by 
others. Weep in obedience, to fulfill the moſt ex. 
preſſe commandement of our God,by weeping with 
them that weep Weep as men,becauſe youare wit- 
neſſes of themiſeries of men. Weepe as Chriſtians, 
becauſe they be Chriſtians that ſuffer. Weepe as 
next neighbours, becatſe your next neighbours 
and familiar acquaintance haue ſmarted. And 
let ros all lift vp our cooices and weepe,. in the 
hearing of the Lord our God, within hi houſe, 
that ſeeing eos humbled vnder hw.holy hand, hee 
may know what courſe to take with vs, as once hee 
ſaid to I{racl, after their erefing of the golden 
Calfe. The Lord: compares himſelfe toa father, 
zhat bangs betwixt anger and pity, reſolued on 
neither, but inclined to that, thatthe carriage of 
hu children may call for ; by ſtriking further if 
they ſtoope not, and defiſting from ſlripes if they 
aos. Alas, alas, What abreach haſt thou Lord 
made amongit vs ? How many dwelling places 
are hecome deſolate ? Fdow many inhabitants de- 
flitnte of habitation * Flow many wealthy men, 
made leſſe wealthy, and. poore men more poore ? 
| Flow many rich. men are become poore, and poore 
. | B 3 men 
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F, mne no more. 


men beggars ? How are the Iabours of many a fa- 
th:r, Grand-father, great Grand-father, ſuddenly 
conuerted into ſmoake and rubbiſh, in the fþace of a 
day and night? Othe raging furyof the tempeſFuous 
winds, when they haue once gotten fire and flame 
withintheir bluſtring mouths ! O the hideous vi- 
olence of fire and flames, when they haue gotten to 
themſelues the wings of the wind to flie about 
withall! And O the loathſome oiouſneſſe of thoſe 
wicked finnes of ours, which like fooles we loue 
[o dearely, and hug ſo faſt within our boſomes ; 
yet alas, we ſee they cauſe a tender hearted father 
to burnein difpleaſure againfl vs. Weepe 1 pray 
you and ſpare not, but weepe like Chriſtian men, 
yea, like men that are ſanftified through the 
knowledge of Chriſtiauitie. Weepe not only, nor 
chiefly, nor ſcarce at all, for the loſſe of your 
goods, the ruine of your houſes, the imponeriſhing 
of your ſtates, the wants that you may perhaps 
ſuffer ; but weepe alſo, yea, weepe chiefly, and in 
. a manner onely, for the finnes of your-ſoules, the 
diſorders of your lines, the priunte offences of 
your families, the publique offences of the towne, 
and particular tranſgreſſions of your perſons. The 
oy of the fleſh be fruitleſſe teares, "and the 
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ſorrowes of nature, barren" ' ſorrowes ; 'but the 
teares of grace, and the mourntng of the ſpirit, are 
a ſeed moſt precious and moſt fertile. O that we 
could now ſow them in great abundance for our fit- 
ture benefit. He ſhall gaine much by worldly loſſes, 
that iurneth the griefe of his loſſes Vpon his finnes. 
But ny brethren, let not your weeping and lamen- 
tation be like that of Rahel,whereof the Prophet 
foretelleth, that fhee wept and would not bee 
comforted : nay, but let mee goe on to giue you 
comfort, and doe you prepare your ſelurs to take 
it. In truth, no griefe 1s profitable to man, or plea- 
fing to God, further than it tendeth to comfort, 
and enaeth in it, As good not mourne at all,.as 
drowne our ſelues in our owne teares : now there- 
fore, ſtoppe your weeping for a ſpace, and let me_. 
become your comfarter, aud ca!l you to retoycing 
inthe middeſt of thi croſſe, and in defpight of it. 
IVWbat cas better become a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
than to: raiſe -oþ thoſe thatare ſad and beauic in 
heart ?' and ſeeing we be furniſhed of meanes, to 
comfort the ſoule againſt its greateſt andmoſt; ine 
tolerable euils ; (ball wee not be able to reuiuz it 
apainſt any outward calamitie ? Make yourſelues 
echeerefulltherefore imtbe Lord your\God,as once 
TB&E We 
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8 Sinne no more. 

we reade that Dauid didat Ziglag, when hu caſe 
was worſe than the worſtof yours. For he bad 
not alone loſt hi houſe and goods ; but his wines 
and children to boot, aud with them tbe loue of, 
in a manner, all bis ancient ſouldiers, which (im- 
puting their miſery to him ) began at length to 
talkepf [toning their Generall. And if you wil 
but cleare yp your eyes alittle from weeping, and 
caſt them vpward, towards the Ruler of heauen, 
there tr ſtore of comfort in 'bim, that can neuer 
loſe that worthy title of” the God of all comfort. 
For, my brethren, hee hath loſt nothing in this 
great loſſeof yours , neither # hu ſtate decayed, 
becauſe ſome of yours be ſo ; nor tr he leſſe weak 
' thyintheleſſening of your wealth. Suppoſe that 
one of your children'had loſt a groat or a teſtar, 
which it pleaſed one of you to giue bim, would 
that loſſe mdos himgthinke you? muſt be be ftar- 
ued or hunger-bitten becauſethat poore peece of fil- | 
wer could be found no more? Or ſuppoſe (omeman of | 
wealth and place, ſhould haue bad bus out-houſes 
burnt,in which the ſlaues and bindes of hu fami- 
ly did wont to lodge ? muſt they therefore embrace 
akethb? and 


he rockes for a couering, 43 lob ſpe 
be wet with the ſhowers of heauen for want of | 
=  .conue- | 
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conuentent lodging ? O no my brethren, a weal- 
thy maſter will prouide an houſe for his bond- 
men toput their heads in, and ſet vþ a better, if 
| a worſe be burnt; and the many pounds that 
| remaine in the fathers cheſþ, ſhall ſupply the 
wants of a childe that hath loſt his ſmall ſtocke © 
of a few ſhillings. God is your maſter , God is 
your father ; and ſeeing aChriſtians riches are 
in Gods keeping, he muſt count himſelfe to 0aue 
loſt nothing, ſo long as God hath loſt nothing. 
The Lord of Heauen hath as much money, ans 
as much mercie now as euer he had. Therefore 
ſhould you bee as ioyfull now as euer, and ſay 
with Dauid; the Lord is my ſhepherd, ( as 
much {ince this fireas before) and therefore 1 
amſure TI [hall uot want, It 1 eafie with God to 
reſtore you more then all this( and twice ſo much 
as this ) which thereging flames haue detoured. 
And if his neter- deceined wiſdome ſce it fit for 
you, he will more than make vp your loſſes, and 
cauſe your latter end to be more plemtifull than 
your begintiings , as it was once: promiſed and 
performed to diſtreſſed lob. I: called upon 
you to mourne before , not becauſe you had loſt 
C your 
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10 S18ne 0 More. 
your weaith , but becauſe this croſſe doth come 
from God, a4 feene of bis diſpleaſure. 1 call 
pon _you now to be comforted becauſe the Lord 
will accept your humiliation and [hew bimſelfe 
reconciled. But ſay it ſhould pleaſe your heauenly 
' father , to make your earthly portion Rl 
to your dying day, thanit hath beene beretofore ; 
yet haus you cauſe, my-brethren, and moſt 
abundant cauſe , to comfort your ſoules in him, 
that bath granted you-farre better things thas 
thoſe that are earthly. He hath left you himſelfe, 
 bhuſonne, his ſpirit, the hope of his kingdome, 
zbe promiſes of his Goſpell that rich and pretions 
Tewell of faith, and (that that Dauid thowght 
zo be better than thouſands of gold and filuer ) 
the iudgements of his mouth. He hatbleft you 
tbe fbirituall bleflings, wherwith he hath bleſſed 
you in Chriſt, that by fixing your eyes on then 
{be more in the abſence of theſe meaner things, 
which did call your thoughts from them) you 
might cauſe the confederation of theſe ſo ſur paſ- 
fing excellent things, to make the loſſe of theſe 
rifles ſeeme notbing. A man loſeth a payre of 


 &1ones, or knife, or banakerchiefe, out of bis 
pocket, 
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pocket, but his purſe (wherein were many rich 
Tewels with ſtore of gold and filuer ) hee loſeth 
#0t ; 'Wwill-that loſſe torment him , or breake his 
fleepe ? God.bath giuen thee,that art his cvilde, 
bu fpirit of adoption to ſeale thee to himſelfe, 
the bloud of his ſonne to purge thee from thy 
fumes, and the beginnings of holineſſe, as ans 
earneſt penny of thy perfe&, happines , andſbal 
the loſſe of afew goods, anda dirtie houſe, make 
:thee looke. with adeiefted countenance,or cary d 


\, Jad heart about with thee ? .O make it appears yl 
that you caunt. Gods fatour, Chriſts bloud, os 
the ſpirits power, riches enough, by ioying in Þ; 


theſe ahundantly, eucn then when ye Want 
riches. Reigyce more that thy ſoule 11 freed 
from the danger of being everlaſtingly burnt 
«3 thoſe vnquenchable flames of hell fire, than 
grieue that thy goods are burnt in the flames of 
thu fire that u well neere already quenched, 
euen Within the ſpace of a day or two. Be more 
glad that thou haſt ſuch an enduring (ſubſtance 
laid wp in thoſe celeſtial habitations (whither 
either theefe nor enemie , nor Water nor fire 
san approch) as (hall never be taken from thee © 
Ca +" 
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by fire or any other accident, than be ſad becauſe 
thy worldly ſubſtance 1 much of it marred and 
conſumed. If you haue ſpit ituall eyes, ſhew it 
now by looking tothings inuifible, and by taking 
With ioy 5 lofſe of your goods, eucn in this man- 
wer alſo as the ſaintsof old did the loſſe of theirs 
in another meaſure. It were a ſhame. of all 
ſhames, if earthly loſſes ſhould take away com- 
fort from a Chriſtian heart, that hath heauenly 
benefits remaining entire ontoit, Let them be 
tormented with comfortleſſe griefes, 'at the loſſe 
of houſe and goods, that know not nor haue any 
thing better than bouſe or goods : but for then 
which [aythey know that all tht world 1+ #0: 
thing, and profeſſe that theyexpe&anvnaecfiled 
and neuzrfading inheritance in another world, 
for them (T ſay) tomakea great mourning for 
ſo little aloſſe, when ſo incomparable" gaines 
abide behinde todeliehtin, nothing can be more 
abſurd and onreaſonable. Your Father bath 
ſtore of thoſe rifles which you want;-be hath 
#1 '-anted you ſtore of rbings farre bettey than 
theſe reioyce in him, reioyce in them; and I 
1526 you in Gods name, and as you be C hriftt- 
ans, 
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ahss, let not thiy croſſe cruſh your hearts, what 
euer become of your eſtates. Yea verily bre» 
thren, thoſe of 'you that haue felt and are like 
to feele moſt miſery by the preſent chaſtiſe- 
ment, haue yet cauſe of comforting themſelues 
in athankfull acknowledgement of the greater 
miſeries, whichthey might haue ſuffered, and 
hare eſcaped. 

Are wee not happy that more than halfe the 
Towne tx left entire and -ondefaced, though I 
thinke a third part haue paſſed thorow the 
flames ? Are wee not happy that our goods 
and houſes alone, not our Wiles and children, 
our limmes and bodies,haue beene ſeiz.od pon 
hy the fury of this inſufferable element ? Had 
the wind and fire conſpired againſt ws at mid- 
night, as at noone day ; had they beene ſuffered 
to lie in' ambuſb till wee bad all betaken our 
felues to quiet reſt, as they brake forth when 
wee Were all awake, and ſtirring abroad t6 
ferne' God j1no doubt but many"aman\had loft 
an'arme,” many a legee, many an eye, ſom? 
their lives, many their children, many their 


owe many their friends ; which woul#buue 
C3 beene 
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beene ſo ſuddenly ſurprized with the Pnexpe- 

Fred comming of that greedy enemy, .as they 
could not haue bethought themſelues.of 4 
meanes in that haſte, and.in ſuch darkneſſe, ei- 
. ther to haue fled from it, or droucn it from 
them. 

Herein therefore acknowledge you the genu- 
tleneſſe and clemencic of God, that did ſo mo- 
derate thu chaſtiſement, in regard of the ſea- 
ſon of its breaking forth, as that you eſcaped a 
farre greater miſery than that which you haue 
ſuſtained by.it, Wee muſt as well looke from 
what wee haue beene delinered, as what wee 
baue endured, that our thaukfulnefſe may mo- 
erate our ſorrowes, and our ioy inthe onemay 
temper our griefesfor the other. 

Take comfort therefore , how great ſocucr 
thy loſje uu, that thy crofſe tr not greater : take 
comfort in this, that your ſelues or your friends 
were n0t halfe burnt in your beds : Take com- 
fort in thu, that you haue receiued thoſe hea- 
uenly vertues, which the fire cannot burne : 
take comfort, that God u ſtill yours, ſtill rich 
and all-ſufficient ; and in thi take comfort toa, 

. —_— he 


—— 
. 
q Y 
-* 


Sinne no more. 15 
that if you doe, as 1 bope you will, make a good 
ſe of this, the Lord will finde a meanes to 
lade you with hi bleſſings, and reſtore the_ 
things that the fire bath deuoured, as once hee 
promiſeth to doe thoſe that the Graſhoppers 
had eaten vp. Mourne ſo before God, as thus 


to comfort your ſelues in God, and bleſſed be 


tbat mournin?, bleſſed that comfort. 


Now hauing thus ſetled your bearts, that 


cams bleeding bither with Gods blowes,let mee 
turne my ſpeech to you that haue only felt the 
wind of the ſtroake as it were ,” and not the 
ſmart of it, and ſo not ſo much 4s the wind: and 
w1th you, and for you, and for my ſelfe among 


the reſ},let mee bleſſe and praiſe God,and great-- 


ly reioyce in him, that hath ſpared the greater 
part of the Towne, quite contrary 'to our feares 
and cries; that ſaid wee were all condone, and 
that ſure all the Towne would be (as cafily it 
might baue all beene ) burnt. Blejſed be God, 
that a part alone, and not the whole Borough, 
bath beene conſumed, and that the greater part 
remaineth toſuccour the leſſer, Bleſſed be God 
| rhat Banbury Topne alone, and not Banbury 
County, 
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Country, kept ſo heauy a Sabbath, ana fitteth 
in duſt and aſhes. Bleſſed be God that many 
Townes at once had not felt what bauocke 
wind and fire can make when they meet toge- 
pher and ioyne their forces in one: This bur- 
ning was terrible indeed, but nothing to that 
which we haue heardof, and ſome of our eyes 
haue ſeene in other countryes, by namein Get- 
many, Whither a reuerend Diuine, not long 
fince accompanying an Ambaſſadour, affirmed 
that his owne eyes told there at one inſtant, 
the number of fix and twenty villages and 
townes, all burning at once round about one 
citie. O fſucha flame as that , would haue 
made our burning ſeeme . none other than a 

playful bonefire , for children to ſport about, 
But bleſſed, bleſſed be the moſt high God, that 
ſuch fires, ſo wittingly kindled by the malitis 
ous hands of mortall enemies, haue not waſted 
and conſumed Towne and Country and all, that 
neither ſhould be able to releeue otber. Reioyce 
therefore all of. you, that haue not felt that. 
ſeueritie whereof your neighbours and:fricnds 
haue taſted, becauſe the Lord hath pleaſed t0 


reſtraine 
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reſtraine the fury of the fire, and not ſuffer 
it io ſeize 0n your goods and houſes : and you 
that haue ſuſtained much dammage your ſelues, 
yet ſhew your ſelues feeling members and re- 
zoyce with them that reioyce. Be glad that 
thou baſt ſcap:d what others have felt ; be 
glad that others haue ſcaped that thou haſs 
felt": let thy freedome ſeeme to thee greater, 
becauſe others went not free, and bleſſe the 
Lord the more for it. Let thy miſery. ſeeme 
zo thee the leſſe, becauſe others haue not en- 
dured the like miſery ; and bleſſe thou the. 
Lord as much for their freedome, as thou 
bemoaneſt thine owne dammage : out of free- 
Come and out 'of. miſerie both. wee muſt all 
picke matter of thankſgining ; neither ſhould 
ary. affiitton ener befall us, but that wee 
. ought totake notice that God doth ſhew there- 
in more mercy than-rigour, more, gentleneſſc 
than ſharpnetſe. But aboue all, my brethren, 
T congratulate with them amongst you, that 
baue begun to lay the foundation. of an: edi- 
fice of bounty, for their releefe that are ow 
forced to want releefe, and baue. brought in- 

D to 
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20 mee, a1 it were, the jon p of bounty 
and compaſſion ; whom I will not ſo farre 
defraud of their inſt praiſe, but that 1 will 
name them Vnto you in the ſame order that 
they made themſelues knowne to mee, and not 
in the order of their places in other reſpects. 
The firſt 1 will not name, becauſe hee is 
meere Pnto my ſelfe, the fountaine from whonz 
T haue iſſued, who (befides that which bu 
owne hands haue largely diſtributed) did put 
into mine bands alſo, yeſterday morning, the 
femme of twenty (hillings, to diſtribute to” 
the poorer ſort, that were xi comfort- 
teſſe. 
The ſecond was an' old acquaintance, 
ſchoole-Fellow , fellow'pupill, chamber-fellow, 
of mine, MF. losEpH PALMER by name, 
a long Student and sKilfull Praftitioner inthe 
meceſſary.Science of Phyficke, who ſent mee 
the ſame day ten {hillings, to bei in like man- 
ner beſtowed. 
©  Thethird'was a worthy and well-difþoſed 
Ryight, that hath lately taken an habitation 
among$} vs, and lineth to be an ornament 
6 
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zo the noble profeſſion of 4rmes, Sir Tn 0- 
MAas DVTTON of Wickam, 7# thi; 
Pariſh, who gaue mee With his owne hands 
twenty ſhillings for the ſame preſent ſe, 
withall earneſtly exborting mee to ſtirre vp 
the liberalitie of the Country, at this preſent 
meeting. 

Laſtly, the right Worſhipfull Sir W 1 1 
LIAM CoB of Adderbury Knight,with | 
the reverend Maſter OLD 1s: Miniſter 
of the ſame Towne, and the Worfhipfull 
Maſter W1iþLLIAMDANVERS,came 
home to mee yefterday , and brought with 
them that which: was better than money, a 
declaration of their pitiful reſpeft of our 
loſſes, requeſting mee to perſwade the Ma- 
giſtrates, that they ſhould take ſome ſpeedy 
courſe for the ſupplying of the preſent. 
great nece{itte of the poorer ſort , promi- 

>» ſing themſelues to ſhew their louing reſpett 
z0-#he Towne, attd. tender compaſiionto the 
POOXe. RES I « 

With thoſe particulars which I know, and 
all others which 1 know not, that haue deq 
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clared the like compaſſion and bounty, T con- 
gratulate the gooaneſſe of God iothem, and 
in them. Bleſſed be the merciful, bleſſed be 
theythat conſider wiſely of the poore, bleſ- 
ſed be thoſe that will lend freely to God, 
when hee comes a borrowing in his needie 
ſeruants and children. Bleſſed be thoſe. 
that ſhew themſelues liuing members of the 
{ame body, by commiſerating and releeuing 
the miſeries of the miſerable : and bleſſed 
be God for all, who giueth all to all, and 
hath taken but ſome from ſome, and bath 
Giuen to others an heart to affoord releefe 
to them from Tihow bee hath taken almoſt 
all. 

And now ( jntiovs) let mee beſeech and 
exhort you all to follow the good examples 
of thoſe that haue gone before you in the 


þrattiſe of thoſe moſt excellent graces of 


mercy and liberalitie. Now i a time when 
Wee muſt put you in minde of, and you 
muſt carefully follow the charitable coun- 
fell of Iohn the Baptiſt to his attentive 
pearers ; let him that hath two coats giue 
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one to him that hath none ; and let him that 
hath food, doe likewiſe. For this end bath 
the Lord ſpared you, that youſbould learne 
not to be ſparing to_your brethren. Put 
your ſelues to voluntary charges in works 
of mercy, ſeeing the Lord bath forborne 
zo put youto thi neceſſary loſſewhich others 
haue ſuffered. Giue ſomething to them 
from whom God hath taken, becauſe it hath 
pleaſed bim not to take from you that which 
hee had formerly giuen. Be good Stewards 
of that which God hath left in your cuſtody, 
that hee may not declare hs anger against 
you, for your being niggardly of that which 
hee rvouchſafed to leaue with you, that it 
might be aninſtrument of bounty. Now for- 
get not to diſtribute and communicate, and 
zo'offer thoſe ſacrifices wherewith the Lord 
1s pleaſed to teſtifie himſelfe well pleaſed. 
Now let your abundance ſupply their wants, 
whom God hath therefore called to want, 
that he might gite you an occaſion of decla- 
ring the abundance of your charitie, in com- 
miſerating and releeuing their want of ne- 

D 3 Ceſſaries. 
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ceſſaries. No coſt u more religiouſly , more 
wvertuouſly, more thriftily beſtowed, than 
that which 1 laid oþ in beauen, though it 
be laid out on earth. Bountifull and wer- 
cifull aftions are the beſt bargaines, and 
the beſt purchaſes. No fire ſhall be able to 
conſume thoſe riches, Wwherewith a man 
doth enrich himſelfe by ſuccouring thoſe 
that are diſtreſſed. Thu 14 a good and a' 


ſure foundation, laid vp againſt the time 


to come, Shew your thankfulneſſe to God 
by your liberalitie to hiy people : let almes- 
deeds be your thanke-offerings , that God 
may ſtill preſerue your ſubſtance for new 
thanke-offerings. There 1 no ſurer Way to 
keepe your ſelues from euer wanting, than 


_ by taking care that others want not, which 


but for your liberalitie muſs needs be preſ* 


ſed and pinched with wants. It us a more 


bleſſed thing to gite than to receiue,as ( briſ} 
himſelfe hath told vs : Giue willingly, gits2 


ſpeedily, giue plentifully,, that the Lord 


may make you alwayes giuers rather than 


FEcemers. 


But 
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But I beſeech you ( brethren ) let there 

be none, no n0t one amongs$t you, that out 
of a maliciout aefire to ſcourge pietie, [0 
nicke-named, Ypon our fides, (hall mocke 
at Puritaniſme, vpon occaſion of this hand 
of God which he hath ſtretched out againſ} 
Vs, Whom the World hath pleaſed, but 
falſely, to terme Puritans. Or if any man 
Will needs take occafion to laugh at his bre« 
thren, whom bu father ſees good to cor- 
rect before hu eyes, wee cannot but be aſſu- 
red that ſuch peiulancie and wantonneſſ: 
ſhall much diſpleaſe that Iouing Father, 
which ſeth hts rods to Warne one in ano- 
thers ſufferings and leauing him to bee 
indeed by God, that can take hu times 
of fit correftions for all his ſonnes and 
daughters 5 Wee W1ll pity his tanorant fol- | 
lie, that doth ſo miſſe-interpret the Lords 


ſeucritie , comforting our ſelues with the 


Apoſtles ſaying, that bath told cos, how 
Iudgement begins at the houſc of God, 
and that the father corre&terh cuery ſonne 


whom he recciueth, 
And 
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And ſo much ( well-belowed Brethren ) 
thought I fit to fbeake onto you from my 
ſ[elfe, and in mine owne name. Now bauing 
finiſhed mine owneerrand, I come to ſþeake 
Ppto you as Chrifts Ambaſſadour , in hu | 
name, and in his words, as himſelfe did vt | 
ter them in the fifth chapter of 'S.lohns Go- 
ſpell, the 14. verſe, ſaying, 
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9/11e 10 more, leat a worſe thine come conto 
thee. 


Mt Re His ſentence was ſpoken by our 
27 2 blefled Sautour himfelfe, to a 
man whom himſelfe had alittle 
before, miraculouſly ctired of a 
long and lingring ſickneſſe, It is 
a plaine ſentence, that the wea- 
keſt capacity may conceiue it. A 
ſhorr ſentence, that the teebleſt memory may retaine 
it. It is very needfull, becauſe it declareth a moſt be- 
hoofefull duty,and very terrible, becauſe it threatens 
a very fearefull puniſhment : You cannot but ſee it 
dinding it felfe tato two portions, A plaine comman- 
dement, a ſharpethreatni»g , the firſt, enzoyning the 
right ve of former calamiries; the ſecond threatning, 
the negle& of ſach vie with new and worſe calamte 
tics. Stune m9 more, thatis the commandement,know 
it to practiſe it: lesſ? « worſe th;ng fall pon thee z that 
is the threataing, know it and avoid it ; The former 
ſaying may perhaps ſeeme ftrange,for who can attaine 
to ſuch perfetion,of f1ring uo more? When the Scrip- 
ture telleth vs,that in many things,we ſin all, andthat 
no man li:zeth and finnethnot: The latter ſaying may 
perhaps ſeemeimpoſſible,for whocanimaginea worſe 
miſery, then eight and thirty yeares {icknetſe > But if 


we confider the infiniteneſſe of Gods Iuſtice, weſhall 
E calily 
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eaſily perceiue,that it is as cafic to him tolay a worfe 
croſle.then any that befe!l formerly,vpon him that wil 
not profit by that which he hath felt already; for ſure 
tic Lord hath as much power,as man hath finne, an4 
cinas quuckly make the weight of puniſhment heaut- 
er,as man can make the wetght of finne heauter, Andit 
we conſider the infinitenefle of Gods grace in Chriſt, 
acccpting the willforthe deed, and working the will 
anJthe deed, we ſhalcafily ſee, the meaning of Chriſt 
in bidding kim /izne no more, know then, that theſe 
words arc to be vnderſtood euangelically, in that the 
Lord will reckon him to haue finned no more, that 
doth ſtedfaſtly, purpoſe and conſtantly labour to ſnxe 
0wore, To forlake at leaſt the vſuall praCtiſe of groſle 
finnes, andthe willing allowance ofall, euenthe leaſt 
knowne finnes; this is in the Goſpell phraſe to ſenne xo 
more, and this i5 both poſſible, and alſo cafieto him 
that is begotten from aboue, In theſe words then, you 
hauetwo points to note; A duty, andthe danger, if 
wenegled&ttheduric: of the firſt atthis time,at another 
time of the latter, 

Learnetherefore I pray you,from the mouth of our 
bleſſed Sauiour,that one ſpeciall vic of our aftliftions, 
is our reformation, His chaſtiſements muſt reclaime 
vs from our cui!l waies; and though before wee were 
afflifted,we wentaftray, yet afterwards, we muſt ceaſe 
toſinne any more,andlearne his righteous indgments; 
Goe,and ſin ns more. This is the fruit that the Lord doth 
looke for, from his corre&ions. This 15 that,which 7- 
ſay, the Prophet doth teach vs alſo, ſaying, Chap. 27. 
ver,g. by thu ſhall the iniquity of Iacob be purged, and 
thistsall fruit, totake away his ſinne ; why doth the 


Gold.{mith caſt his gold into the furnace, bur that it 
may 
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may come out more pure from drofſe> And ſo doth 
the Lord try vs inthe furnace of aduerſitic, that the 
droffe of our ſinnes may be purged from vs, That wee 
ſhould be reformed by them as appeareth, becauſe rhe 
Lord complaineth for want of this efte&, 1/ay 1.5. ſay- 
ing, why ſhould you bee ſmitten any more? yeewillrenolt 
more and more: as if he had ſaid, that:tis in vaineto 


*, 


correct a people,that wiltnot be amended by correCti- " 
| ons, And bytheProphet _4mes, Chap. 4.ver.8. the. by 
Lord doth fiue times together r-prooue the people, '# 
| that notwirhſtanding the diuers calamities wherewith bf 
hee had declared his lifp'caſure againſtthem for their £ 
ſinnes, yet yee hane not returned tnto mee [a aith the. | i; 
Lord of Hoſls. Now there is notrue conuerfton with. = 
| out amendment.lf we caſt not away our tranſgreſſions, 
we cannot be counted true connerts; Sceing then, the of 
not conuerting, to God by meanes ofchaſtiſements, is Jt 


greatly condemned,and amendment is a chiefe part of , 
turning;we mu{t needs confeſs that the Lord requireth i 
that this conuerſion' and amendment ſhould follow 
from his ſtripes. No man will queſtion this truth, | 
The plainneſſe of it ſhall ſpare vs alabour of further FR, 
proofes, D 4 

Two principallreaſons rhay yer{wade vs toit: Firſt, | 
finne is the cauſe of all the miſery wee feele, miſery 
therefore ſhould induce vs to forſake finne. For it is a 


brutiſh folly tocomplaine of any emill,and not »bſerue 

the cauſethatdeſcrueth the ſame, toremoue it. Sceing | 

the Lordisthe judge and ruler of all the world, and - oy 
that nothing doth befall the ſonnes of men, bur by his = 
ap»ointment, (as our Chriſtian religion commandeth _ 
vs 70 heleeue, which teacheth the dufrine of Gods | 

{pectall prouidencc) cither wee muſt impure vaiuſtice | , 
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and crueltie to God,as if hewere anprie fornothing, & 
delighted in the Creatures vnhappines(which blaſphe- 
my nature it ſ{elte abhorreth, as moſt repugnant to 
all right reaſon ; for howſhould that be found in God? 
the fountaine of all goodnefle, which maketh the men 
inwhom it is found, to looſe all the honour of good- 
nefſe)or elſe we muſt confeſſe, that our wickedneſſe is 
the roote of all our wretchedneſſe ; andthat therefore 
we are {mitten by Gcd, becaule vice hauetranſgreſſed 
the law of God, and hence alſo muſt conclude(enen 
out of loue to our owne wellfare, as well as out-of du- 
ty to our maker)that we will ſurely caſt from vs thoſe 
\things, which we finde in experience to be milſchie- 
uous vato vs, VVhat childe 1s there who being whip- 
ped, doth not cry out I will doe no more, I will doe no 
more? VVhat malcta&tor will not preſently promiſe to 
leaue the practite oithoſe crimes, that procure his 
bands and impriſonment? Ve are voyd of that vnder- 
Randing which is to be founde in very infants, & inthe 
worſt of men,it we make notthe like concluſions, from 
the ſtripes & puniſhments which ourheauenly father, 
andthe chicfe ruler of this whole world, doth infli& 
vpon vs. Tell me then, is not God the author of thine 
attlictions, whatlocuer the ſecondary cauſe be?.cither 
confefle this, orprofeſſe thy ſelfe an heathen, an epi- 
cure ; andif this be true, either when thou feeleſtthe 
prints and ſcars of his diſpleaſure againſt thy finnes, 
thou muſtreſolue to leaue thy ſinnes, or elſe confeſle 
thy ſelfe a foole, a. beaſt, that hath no regardof his 
owne happineſſe and comfort. 


Againe, this 1s the. ſole way of becomming great- 


gayners by our miſeries, to reforme our liues, and caft 


away our fannes, And who would not doe that worke 


(though 


*% 


WED TO—_—_ Wear WT PIT a ao 


TY 
, ks £4 0% > 


 Srnne nd mores 
(though paynfull)that ſhall cauſe afflitions to end in 
comfort? not alone procuring the remouall of the 
croſſe, b1t an increaſe of bleſſings allo ? If when our hea- 
venly tather chaſtiſeta vs, wee fling away our ſins, he will 
rot alone calt away his rods, and ceaſeſmiting, bur will 
alſo bethink himfeifof many benefits, whereby to declare 
that his anger 15turned into fauour.Sowel is God pleaſed 
with bctolding the dutitulnes of his ſeruants,in ſtouping 
to his hand, and redreſiing what hath prouoked him, 
that he will beſo much more bountitull and gratious to 
them, by how much he hath more afflicted them before, 
and fo it ſhall be better with them, then if they had not 
beene ſmitten atall: where is onr wiſdome? where is lone 
to ourſclues? where 1s our naturall defire of happineſle > 
ifwetake notſo good an opportunity, to turne our woe 
into weale, our ſorrow into toy, our foreſt calamity into 
greateſt conſolation?It we doubr of this efte&t of an holy 
reformation, the Lord hath put vs out of all doubr, by 
cauſing itto be, both promiſed and performed vnto 7ob, 
and in him to all that are afflicted, 7ob 11. 14. verſe, Zo- 
phar telleth 1b, that which God himſelie didtnake good 
at laſt, If iniquity be in thine hand, put it farre away, and 
let not wickeaneſſe dwell in thy tabernacles, Loe what an 
a{flidted man muſt do, his care muſt be to purge his hand 
and his houſe of all manner of wickednefle and ſinne, 
This if he will doe, heare howthe Lord willreward his a- 
mendment, His eſtate ſhall bee amended as much as his 
ſoule, and more, and God will make miſcry to fly as farre 
from him,as he hath chaſed iniquity, for the ſaith-he,#hou 
fault lift up thy face with out [pot, yea thou ſvalt be ſteadfaſt 
& 29 feare,meaning,] take it,thou ſhalt enioy the cofor- 
table aſſurance oftheremiſhon of thy fas, and ſhalt reſt 


afuredly and feareleſly perſiwaded, thatthe ftainethereof 
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is quite done away before the Lord. A man ſhall hold & 4 
his head with comfort before his maker, and with conft- 
dent boldneſſe appeare without ſpot and blot before him, 
if his afflictions for ſin do bring forth reformation. And 
for his outward ſtate he addeth, thou ſhalt forget thy miſe- 
ry. His afflictions ſhall not alone haue an end, bur that 
ſo, as he ſhall be quite freedfrom all thetrouble otthem, 
there ſhall bee no ſuchremaynder ofthem, as to make 
him oncethinke of them againe, or it he doe remember 
them, he ſaith, rhon ſhalt remember them as waters that 
are paſt, which cauſe the meddowes to be more fatte and 
fertile, then they would haue beene : looke what thoſe 
flouds be tothe meddowes, wherewith they ſeeme to be 
little leſſe then denoured all the winter, euen cauſes of 
their being morerichly clad,with grafle &ftowers in the 


ſpring, thatſhall afflitions proue, to them that are made 


to forſake their ſinnes by their afflictions, meanes of hel. 
ping them to much more comfort and proſperity, and 
this comfort ſhall be very great and very laſting too, and 
ſtill growing and increaſing more and more, thine age 
ſaith he {hal/be clearer then the noone day, thou ſhalt ſhrne 


forth and be as the morning. The comfort of aſinnerre-. 


formed by correCtions, ſhall be plenrifull and excellentas 
the brightneſſe of the noonetide ſun, and withall con- 
ſtant durable and on the growing hand, as the light of 
the morning. If theſe be promiſes of God which cannot 
be made 1n vaine,if they be of vndoubted truth, and ſhall 
be infallibly performed, is he not more ſtupid andſence- 
leflethen a dead finne? that wilnot be moned by them,to 
improue hischaſtiſements forthe remouing of his finnes. 
Doenotall men loue proſperity and comfort, wiſh it for 
themſclnes and for their friends, pray for, reioyce 1n, bes 


ftow alltheir labour to get comfort? And why ſhould we 
: not 
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not follow Gods dire&ions, rather then our owne, and 
learne from him the path that leades to proſperity > ſce- 
ing we confcfſe him to be maker and giuer of proſ 
CrityY, . 
2 Enough I hope to proue this duty and to perſwade 
it, Now for your better dire&ion inthe praftite of it,] wil 
ſtand a whileto thew youtwo necediall points, Firſt, whar 
finnes a man muſt amend by chaſtiſements. Secondly by 
what meancs a man muſt make his affliction an helpe to 
his amendment of theſe ſinnes. For the firſt of theſe. 
Firſt in generall, all finnes muſt be forſaken without ex- 
ception, andtherefore doth our Saujour deliner the pre- 
cept here in theſe generall termes, /zne no more, neither 
in onething, nor in another, And ſo dorh the prophet 
call vpon Iſrael ſaying, caſt away all your tranſgrefſions, 
All finne 1s hatefull ro Gad, all finne is hurtfull to man. 
Enery finne is euill in Gods fight, every ſinne is threar- 
ned withthe curſe, euery ſinnedeferueth the curſe, euery 
finne grieueth the ſpirir, eucry ſinne is forbidden by the 
law, euery ſinne was puniſhedin Chrift, and vnleſſe wee 
reforme enery finne, we do not indeed and in truth re. 
forme any ſinne, Looke theretorc thatyour reformation 
be generall and vniuerſall, without any limitation orex- 
ception; for you haue to deale with God, that is a God 
of pure eyes,andcan abide no iniquity, no notany of a- 
ny kinde of any degree. He that ſpake one commande. 
ment, ſpake all, and he that obeyeth one commande- 
ment, muſt and. will in ſome good meaſure obey all, For 
if any man ſhall keepe the whole Jaw beſides, and yetal- 
toy himſelfe in the breach of any one commanJement 
ofthe law ; he ſhall be countedatranſgrefſor of all; and 
all his other obedience, becauſe it is hollow, falſe, and 
hipocritica!), ſhall be reieRted and diſallowed by God, 
More 
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pleaſant, moſt profitable, moſt creditablero him, thoſe |} 
that he hath mo{ will rocommit, and ts moſt vawilling | 
to foriſake. Thoſe that ſticke faſteſt vnto him, and flatrer 
him with moſt hope of profit, delight, credit, So faith the 
prophet, /et the wicked man forſake hiswickedneſſe, and 
t/5e uniiahteous man his owne imazinations,and another 
Prophet faith, caſ? away all your tranſereſhions whereby you 
haae tranſerejſea. So our Sautour callcth vs to the cut- 
ting of the hand and foote, andpulling outthe eye,and 
_ caſting them away, There are ſoive finnes, that are as 
wy | deareto cuery man, as the principall members of his bo- 
Wi dy, and the moſt needfull and vſctull of all his ſences, 
if} Theſe.theſe muſt be mortified, forſaken,abandones.ITtour 
principall care be not torelinquiſh thele principall tranſ- 
grefſions, our partiall and ſeeming care 1n reforming 0+ 
tier euilis,ſhalt be nothing at al regarded.Confiderthen 
eacnof you, whatis his moſt pretious and molt eſteemed 
corruption, what hee is moſtloath to forzoc, what ſec- 
meth moſt harde moſt difficult, moſt impoſiible for him 
tocaſt away, andlet him beſtowe his chiete paines here 
| where he-findeth moſt hardneſfle, But moſt chiefly aboue 
q all, attii&ions ſhould worke vs to the leauing ofthole 
offences, which the Lordin affli&ting, doth moſtchiefly 
intendand ayme at: as thechilde muſt be moſt carefull 
to reforme that fault, for which his father doth particu- 
larly chaſtiſe him : we muſt gtne our ſelues diligently to 
narke what is the offence or offences, which when God 
laycth his rodde vpon vs, hedoth moſt diſlike in vs, and 

- would haue vs moſt willing -to glorifie him by amend- 
ing, For though the Lord doe corre@ for ſinne in ge- 
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xall, yet for the moſt part, there are ſome ſpeciall dif 
orders which doe moſt prouoke him,and which hee doth 
in ſpeciall call vs toreforme by his ſtripes. Now there- 
fore as concerning the preſent calamity which hath 
light ypon you :let mce ſtriue to bee helpetullvnto you, 
indeclaring whatthe faults bee, which tne Lord doth 
molt ſhew himſelfe angric againſt, and to the leauing 
whereof, he doth moſt particularly call you,by his heauy 
ſtroake of his moſt righteous, and withall moſt gratious 
hand.But how ſhal we attaine tothe knowledge of Gods 
intentio: in this matter?Surely my brethren,by-confide- 
ring the medecine,which a wiſe Phyſitian doth miniſter, 
itis eafieto know the diſeaſe or diſeaſes which he ſeeketh 
tocure.Let mereade the preſcript of akilfull Artiſt,and 
know thoſe ingredients whereot his potion is compoun- 
ded, and I may ſoone afhirme what bee thoſe humors, 
which he would haue purgedaway.For either like things 
arc healed with like, or elſe contrarie with contrarie. In 
like manner, if wee doe diſcreetly conſider the chaſtiſe- 
ments of God, we ſhall eaſily perceiue his meaning,and 
informe ourſelues of the ſfinnes which-hee ſeeketh to re- 
forme. I pray you therefore let vs take a view of our af- 
flicion, and looke cheefely to theſe foure things : the 
time when the Lord afflicted, the place where our ſorrow 
began, the inſtruments by which wee ſuffered, andthe 
things in which, and if we doe with any mediocrity of 
wiſedome, (ponder on theſe particulars, wee ſhall not 
chooſe but know the Lords minde inthis matter, and ſee 
our owne duty, as concerningthe ſpeciall ſins, which we 
muſt ſpecially ſet againſt, Firſt, then the time which the 
Lord didchooſe for our humbling, was n generall the 
Lords day, that ſeaucnth after ſixe of labour, which it 
ſcemed good to him for our ſpirituall bencfar, to conſe- 
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crate wholly to his owne ſeruice, and our attending the 
worke of gettiag holinefle: whatcan we collect hence, 
bur that we are puniſhed by the reſtleſneſle of this Sab- 
bath, for our not reſting an holy reſt many 6ther Sab- 
baths> How often hath the Lord vouchſafed vs liberty 
and freedome to gine his own day to himand to our own 
foules? An then we, ovt of our profanenes and carth]1- 
nestake no care to {anifie it, but eitherloytered out the 
day in idlenes,or waſted it in our own buſineſles,or in our 
owne paſtimes, Now therefore hee would not giue vs 


leauetoreſt,or to beftow our {-lues in duties of holineſſe, 


but forced vs by neceſſity to ſpend the day and night too, 
ina moſttoyleſome and moſt vacomfortable labour.Oh 
how inſt is it thatthey which wil not reſt from worldly or 
voluptuous labours on Gods reſting day;ſhould be com- 
pelledto toyleand moyle like horſes in fuch an vohappie , 
buſineſſes? I pray you,goe onto thinke more particular- 
ly at whattime this crofle brake forth amongſt vs, not 
onthe Lords day alone, but when we wereall afſembled 
in his Houſe, to performe his publique worſhip,then did 
he pleaſe to interupt vs by fo fearefull an accident, VVhy 
ſo? But to warne vs of onr great negligence of thele his 
publique ſeruices: How many of-vs are very flacke in 
comming to the Congregation of God, when we haue 
abundantleafure > Andrthis day, loe the Lord reie&ed 
vs, would not giue vs time and opportunity, to mectea- 
gaincin his Houſe, but hurried vs together 1nthe ſtreers, 
and dreweuery man home to his owne houſe toſane it 
fromthe flames > Could we be more manifeſtly ſmitten 
fornegleingto cometo Gods Houſe, when wee might 
haue done it, then by his not ſuffering vs to come thither 
now, when we would haue beene gladto haue had lea- 


jure tocome thither ? But the cry of fire,fire, came flying 
in 


inatthe Church doores euen inthat inſtant, when wee 


110 more. 


had newly begunneto celebrate the Lords ſupper, when 
ſome hadreceiuedthat holy Sacrament, andthe greater 
number were toreceiue, then did God pullvs from his 
table, and thruſt vs out ofhis houſe by fofce, then was I 
compelled to requelt all of you(that had ſtrength and 

ability to doſeruice there)to make al haſte to theplace of 
danger, andthe reſt/that could haae but troubled others 

with their preſence and outcries)to ſtay ſtil] at Church, 

Now ſure the Lord in pulling this fpirituall foode euen 

out of our mouthes, when hee had ſhewed itto all, and 

giuen it to ſome, dideuen put vs in minde of our moſt 
carelefle and vnprepared comming vnto it, withoutre- 
gardto lament our finnes before, or reforme them af- 
ter. How many of you are bolde to abuſe this bleſſed 
ordinance,comming oftento it,and going ſtill from it, as 
vnreformed in life as before, becauſe you cometo it with- 
out any full preparation, Did not God ſpeake to ſuch and 


tell chem, by thus driuing them from his board, that 


he counts them very vawelcome gueſts at his table. So 
haue wee conſidered the time of this croſle. Thinke of 
the place alſo, where did the burning beginne> Ara 
kilne, Ifay a kilne a maulr forge, rhe proper inftru- 
ment ofmaking that thing, which is the nextand imme- 
diate worker of drunkenneſſe,thathuge ftnne, tharferti]l 
broody, big-bellied finnc, which is/ as they ſay of the 
firſt matter) apt to take the formes ofall ſinnes,which by 
burying reaſon, and choaking conſcience, and ſctting 
looſe all paſſions, doth turne a man intoa beaſt, or ra- 
ther into a Diuell, which makes a man for the time, a 
meere Atheiſt, a yery denyer of God, and thruſts out 
of his breſt all remembrance, all feare, all loue of him, 
which diſables him for all diuine feruices, and makes 
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that. he muſt needes either negle&& or abuſe them: 
which fills his mouth with blaſphemous oathes and exe- 


crations : which will make him raile onthe Magiſtrate, 


ſtrike his owne father, deflowre his owne daughter, 
ſpend his goods lauiſhly, proclaime all his vices, and 
follow all his luſts, This tranſcendent ſfinnethe deſtroyer 
of grace, reaſon, nature, ſtrength, ſtate, name, all, 
This ſfinne God did ſurely pointar, and puniſh: and cal- 
lethvpon alltoforſake, hate, oppoſethis ſinne, 

The fire began in a kilne,it conſumed twenty kilnes, 
it left no kilne ſtanding that was within its walke, it lea- 

ed from one {ide of the ſtreet to the other, to fetch in 
Lilnes, it ſpared none 1t came neere, it ſpoyled more 
mault, then of any other goods of one kinde ( fo farre as 
I can learne) Say what you thinke brethren, Is it not 
plaine that the Lord doth admoniſh you otthat faulr 
( whereof the 1:quor of-mault is the moſt common in- 
ſtrument ) when he bare ſo hard an hand againſt kilnes 
and againſt maulr, 

Looke a little further pray you, to the principall in- 
firuments of this deſolarion : The fire,a furious Element 
of it ſelfe(yet refiſtible enough, if ſtore of helpe be pre«= 
ſent, whereof you did not want any, euen at the ve 
firſt)this firedid borrow ſtrength and {wiftnefle from the 
rough and boiſterous windes, vpon the tempeſtuous 
wings whereof, it came riding, as it were in triumph, 
through your ftreetes diſdaining all reſiſtance, tillit had 
pafled from end to endof your towne, andcouldnot be 
reſtrained. Now be not theſe two creatures of very com- 
mon vie > Vhat day is itwherein we have not neceffary 
vic of fire? whatweeke wherein ſome ſuch carelcfnefle, 
as produced this calamity is not to bee founde amongſt 


you? And what ycare is it? What quarter? Almoſtwhar 


moneth. 
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moneth? in which the winde doth not, for one or other 
day, ſpeake lowder, and buſfel ſomewhat more roughly 
then ordinary? Yet hath it ncuer before falne out, inany 
of your dayes, that theſe two Elements, fire and ayre 
(for no doubt winde is well termed an ayre moued, what- 
ſouer be the mouing cauſe of that mouing) ſhould lay 
their ſtrengths together to hurt you? Now when God 
that doth ſoe conftantly chaine vp theſe hurtfull and vio- 
lent creatures,doth pleaſc for once (o to pul of his-bands, 


and let them runne loofe as itwere, and when being fo 


broken looſe, they do {o much miſchiefe and make fo 
great hauocke? VVhat is this but a very vpbraiding vs 
with our notable vnthankfullneſſe, for that mighty pre- 
ſcruation of. God, by which hee doth viually keepe vs 
from the like dangers; and not fo alone, but maketh 
theſe creatures very ſeruiceableto vs, which it he pleaſe 
tolet the bridle{lipa little, are ableto ruinate our ſtates 
inamoment. How often haue you come to Church in 
peace, and gone home in peace, andin peace returned 
thither againe, andagaine homeward without any noile 
offire or feare of loſſe> How often haue thebluſte. 
ring ſtormes, donenothing elſe but whiſtled you afleepe 
the faſter, all nightlong? andalas how little did you 
conſider of this benefit of preſeruation from fire andtem- 
peſt> how ſeldome haue you giuen the Lotdany parri- 
cular thankes, for taking order with theſe his creatures, 
that they ſhould not wrong you? Doubtleſle forthis as 
one cauſe hath he licenſed them now tofight againſt 
you, that you might take notice: of your dullnefſe and 
ingratitude, which conft1dered not nor acknowled- 
gedthe greatneſſe of your debt for former fafckee- 
ping. 
But now at length wee are come to thinke of the 
E. 9 ſubie& 
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ſubie&tofthis croſſe, wherein hath the Lord ſmitten vs? 
In our houſes andin our goods, 1n the riches and ſub- 
ſtance ofthis preſent life, 1nſomuch that diuerſe of you 
haue nothing left, many haue bur little left, anda great 
number haue farre leſſe left then you had: without all 
queſtion the Lord intends hereby to warne you of thoſe 
finnes and diſcords, which are buſted about this paultry 
riches ofthe world wherein he ſaw it fit to viſit you. Goe 
to then, andlet vs informe you of the principall faults 
that are committed aboutriches, They are commonto 
all, andparticular, tothe wealthicrſort, andto the poo. 
rer. For the firſt there are ſome ſinnes about riches, 
which arecommon to all, the chiefe of them are three, 
to wit, miſgetting, miſkeepiag, miſpending. Mifget- 
ting by the vle of any, lawleſſe meanes, or the immode- 
rate vic of any lawfull: Miskeeping from God and man, 
chiefly from the poore, andfromthe publique: Miſpen- 
ding, either atall in finfull things, or exceſſiuely in 
good things, There are ſome more particular cuills, 
which are found inricher men, as prideofit, confidence 
init, vnſatiableneſſe with it, and in the poorer ſort, 
enuying them that hane more, grumbling thatthem- 
ſelues haueſo little. All and each of theſethe Lord doth 
ſhew himſclfe offended at, and would conſume as drofle 
by this fire : For as a good father keepes many faultes to« 
gether on theskore, as it were, and reckons for all at 


. onebeating, ſodoth the Lord with his children, elſe 


alas hee ſhould be alwayes fighting, becauſe wee are 
alwayes offending. Let me ſpeake a little more at large 


_ of theſeeuills, Foreuill getting of goods firſt, hath not 


the lord threatned thar fire ſhall conſume the houſes of 
bribes ? meaning allthat ſubſtance which is vniuſtlyat- 
tained, and all thereſt in the houſe, though gotren 
tuſtly 


. 
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inftly, together with the place within which they are 
| both layde vp, even altogether for company? And 
when hee made ſo many of your houſes to blaze at 
once, did henot as it were chide you(ſo many as be guil- 
tie thereof)for your vnequall and vniuſt dealing > as if 
he had ſaide, Ah fooliſh man or woman, wouldeſt thou 
hazard a foule, by lying, deceit, oppreſſion, bribery, 
falſe waightes, falſe meaſures, or any like iniquity, to 
get alittle pelte together, which now thou leeſt, the 
winde is able to blow from thee, in the ſpace of a few 
houres? Will you forfcite a kiagdome, an ecuerlaſting 
kingdome by finning againſt God, againſt his word, 
againft your conſctences, to hooke that to you wrong- 
fully, which you ſee now you cannot keepe, with all 
your paines? Now learne to know the ficklenefle of 
” riches,ſo well as that thou mayſt be reſolute hereafter,[ 
will neuer wound my ſoule to fill my purſe or hou'e, 
* Allthe world cannot heale that wound for all ages: 
» theſe gaines, one whiffe of winde, and flake of fire 
can turne into rubbiſh, Againe too much labouring for 
riches, is an euill getting of riches, euen in the moſt law- 
full courſe of life, For Salomon hath commanded ſaying, 
{1bour not to be rich, that is, make not the petting of 
richesthe ſcope and end of thy labour, which hee ſurely 
dotin, that takerh exceſſtue paines to attaine them, 
And heſubioynes this reaſon to his precepr, for riches 
taketh herſelfe to her wings, and flyeth away like an Ea- 
gle. Now then that God hath made you to fee yourrt- 
| chescuenflying away from you on the wings of a windy 
| flame, doth he not ſenſib.y puniſh you, for ſuch im- 
; moderate labouring, andcall yon tro more moderati. 
on? If then any man have fo farre giuen ouer him- 
elfe to the ſeeking of earthly rhings, by the moſt 
| lawfull 
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lawfull courſes that can bee, as to thruſt out quite, 
or clle to thruſt vp in a narrow corner, theſe exerci- 
ſes that tend to get better things then wealth , 
eucn the true riches of the ſoule , hee muſt ſay to 
himſelfe, and within himſelfe , Alaſſe, how, fooliſh 
haue I beene , to toyle my felfe in following after 
that; which when I haue attained , I cannot poſſh- 
bly keepe it ſafely, but may looſe it all , or the 
moſt part of it, ſo ſuddenly, fo irrecouerably > And 
mult conclude with himſelte, that hee will certainely 
bee more temperate hereafter , and ſeeke this vncer- 
taine riches , with farre iefle vehemency of paines, 
then the things that are of a farre more durable na- 
eure. But though a man get not amille , yet it hee 
keepe andſaue mordinately, hee is alſo found guilty 
of a fault about wealth, And ſometimes the ſonnes 
of men doe hold and keepe cuen from the liuing 
GOD himſelfe when they loue their goods ſo, that 
they cannot finde in theirhearts to giue vnto GOD, 
euen that very portion which G O D hath challen- 
ged as his owne, For when otir Sautour willeth vs 
to giue vato GOD that which 1s Gods, mult it not 
follow of neceſſity that ſomething is Gods > And if 


any thing bee his, (in this peculiar manner) ſure it 


1s the tenth of our increaſe, or elſe nothing, for to 
none other portion hath hee euer laid claime in any 
place : and for this , ſeeing GOD hath appoin- 
ted ſtill, holy a@tions to bee done, and holy fundti- 
ons in which they muſt bee done, and holy perſons 
by whem they muſt bee done in thoſe funQions : ſure- 
ly hee muſt haue holy goods too, for the rewardiog 


of thoſe perſons, maintaining thoſe fun&tions , and 


honous- 
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honouring and vpholding thoſe ations, Bur 
in this matter how faulty are all you Tradeſe. 
men in generall; for which of you, did cuer 
make conſcience to giue the Lord his owne 
in this meaſure > Wherefore , when you ſee 
the Lord ro come, and take away from you 
euen by force of fire and tempeſt , a great 
quantity at once, euen ſo much perhaps, and 
more, as the tenth of your increaſe, from 
ycare to yeare would haue amounted vnto ; 
muſt you not needs take notice , that his 
meaning was to recouer that by ſtrong hand, 
which you would not yceld , out of loue 
and duty > Surely, ſeeing our Lord Izsvs 
Curtsr hath ordained thatthe Miniſters ofthe 
Goſoell ſhould liue of the Goſpell, euen ſo, 
as that the Miniſters of the Teu:ple ſhould 
live of the Temple ; you muſt cither ſhew 
ſome new ordinance of his for this purpole , 
or elſe muſt yeeld that hee hath ratified and 
continued the old ſtill; and therefore muſt 
reſolue to give G O D his tenth freely 
hereafter , that you may not compel] him 
to take ſuch a violent courſe for the reco. 
uering of it out of your hands. But beſides, 
that is kept from G O D, which is kept from 
his poore, whoſe wants require releefe of 
t-em , 'whom hee hath made ſtewards of 
more abundance. For in promiſing to re- 
ward rhe liberall, he muſt needes tic himſclfe 
to puniſh the nigardly in this kinde, Now how ex- 
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treamly pinching are men ( yea godly men 0- 


cnerwiſe ) in this expence ? yea and how are 


they wount to excuſe themſelues in ſuch accuſa- 
tions, by ſaying they haue it not, they cannot 
ſparc it? Hath not the Lord confuted your 
vaine excuſes aQtually, by taking away fo 
ſo much at once? and yet you muſt make a 
{hiſt to live of that that is left behinde too ? 
If a day or two paſt, ſome man had come 
vnto thee for reliefe of a poore afflited neigh« 
bour : wouldeſt thou haue giuen him the fift part 
of that which the fire hath conſumed > Now 
the Lord in robbing thee of fo much at once, 
doth vpbraide thee with thy too much vnwil- 
lingnefſe to part with Jeſſe , of thine owne 
accord, when himſelfe did come to borrow. 
Say then with thy ſelfe, I will gine with a 
more bountifull hand , to ſupply the poore 
mans wants, that I may not force the Lord 
to ſend his vnexpe@ed meſſengers, as it were 
to deftraine vpon my goods, for default of 


' due obedience to that commandement, of gi 


uing to fixe and to ſeauen; had 1t not beene 
better, to haue fed clad or relieued a pocre 
Chriſtian with it, then to haue kept it for the 
burning flame? And yet further when the pub. 
lique ſtate of the rowne or country doth re- 
quire, the reſt of the members thereof, if 
then they hang backe, and will not put them- 
ſelues to due expences willingly , who doth 
not fce that they ſaue more then enough ? 


For 


—_ 
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For could not an heathen ſay, that ourcoun- 
try hath a grcar ſhare in ourſclues, and in 
all chat wee have? Surely then for ouerſauing 
in this caſe,the Lord might juſtly puniſh you with 
the preſent ſtroake. Oh reſolue therefore that 
God himſelte and his poore, and your coun- 


tric ſhall never finde you pinching, giue him 
his tenth, giue the poore fufficient for their 


needs, and your countrie enough for its necd- 
tall publique vies, elſe the Lord can quickly 
fulfill his threat, of making the too cloſle- 
filted fauer, to meete with wants, You have 
loſt-many of you {and all ſtoode in feare to 
looſe ) mote then would haue abundantly 


 ſufficed for all theſe viſes, be not wanting to 


ſuch vſes any more, leaſt the Lord viſit you 
againe with new and more loſſes, in this or 
ſome other as bad a faſhion. 

Laſtly the miſpending of goods is very 


- offenſiue to* God that lends them, for what 


maſter is not diſcontented, that hiz ſervant 
doth Ixy out his ſubſtance againſt his good 
liking > And are you any other then Gods 
ſtewards and Gods baylicfes? And can you 


thinke that God allowes you to ſpend in drin-. 


king, whoreing , gaming , riot, and euill 
meetings and Iewde company? did hee put 
riches into your hands to ſerue the Diuell 
and finne ? If your ſoules be guilty of ſuch 
moſt ſinfull lauiſhneſſe, be ſure that for theſe 


finnes the Lord hath ſmitten thee, and bee 
G 2 ſure 
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ſire that hereafter thou make not the Dinell 


the keeper of thy purſe, and opener of thy 
cheſt, let not Sathan and Juſt haue the key 
of thy coffer and ſtrings of thy purſe in their 
hands to open them art their pleaſure. The 
Lord will not alwayes ſuffer vnfaithfull ſtew- 
ards, to. goe vnpuniſhed in their vnfaithfull- 
neſſe, nonot inthis preſent life, And befides this, 
take notice that to affect curioſity and vaine 
glory, in the moſt lawfull and needefull ex- 

ences, is waſtfullneſſe and prodigality z and yet 
bw much doe many of you exceede- in this 
kinde? ſo much you lay out in ouer-plenteous 
feaſting, when you make feaſtes, in —_— 
geous trimming of your. bodies and: houſes , 
that as a barrel! of becre, which hath a leake 
and runnes out where it ſhould not, will not 
hould our as it ſhould, when it comes to be 
duely broached at the ſpigget; ſo you haue 
neither will nor power to lay out enough 
for mercifull vſes, becauſe you caſt away: more 
then enough ,. in proud and vaine: glorious 
vies. Reſolue therefore to bee: better huſ. 
bands, and truer diſpencers, of Gods goods 
hereafter. Bee richer- in good workes then 
in good clothes, and good houſe-hould ſtuffe, 
and good fare, and good builling: . In theſe 
things equall your. ſelues with them of the 
lower fort, that in better things you may be 
equall with them of the higher. Driue nor 
God to cut you ſhorter: becauſe you abuſe 


your 


i 
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your goods to vanity, 

Theſe. are common abuſes about earthly 
things in the richer and in the poorer, [ 
come to the ſpeciall, Firſt how often doe 
rich men waxe proud of their wealth , and 
thinke themſelues ſo much the better then 
their poorer neighbours, by how , much 
they poſſeile more, crowing on the dunghill 
of. wealth , and -calling all bafe and meane 
men ,. whoſe morſels bee not ſo fat in the 
world as'theirss Oh how noteably doth God 
confute theſe vaine fancics, in ſending for his 
owne goods home againe , by ſuch ſturdy 
and churliſh ſeruants as thoſe , which will 
not regard the- rich man - more then the 
poore? Tell mce now, artthou the better for 
that, that was onely lent thee, and may bee 
tetched home againe by the owner euery mo-' 
ment 2 Wilt thou bee good in thine owne 
eyes hereafter, for that which thou knoweſt 
not, how quickly the Lord may frippe thee off 
with much affrightment > Bee not, bee not 
ſo ſecurely fooliſh hercafter , as to. prize thy 
ſelfe the more for thoſe things, which hang 
about thee ſo looſely, and whereof thon 
haſt ſo flender hold , wherein fo little right, 
that a coale | of fire, and a puffe of winde, 
may take all from thee : before thou haſt told 
two dayes more, If any thinke that his re- 


venues lie in lands, which fire cannot con- - 


ſume, I anſwer, water can drowne lands alo, 
G 3 and 
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and G OD hath as much water as fire in his 
4  - ſtore-houle , and this whole land of ours is fo 
0.4/0 ſurrounded with waues, tbat if God bur bid the 
9 windes bee violent, they will as eaſily and 
quickly ouerunne this whole Kingdome, as 
the preſent fire hath done this towne in which 
wee abide, 1f any ſay hee feareth no ſuch 
mundation , I anſwer , neither within this 
, three dayes did wee feare any. ſuch fire ; 
but GOD hath a thouſand wayes , to goc 
beyond the feares and hopes of vs weake. 
ſighted mortales, Goe to then , bee wiſc for 
the time to come , and pride not thy ſelfe 
in thar', which may. ceaſe to bee thine in 
a moment. I proceed, Doe not rich men 
truſt in their riches, though the Apoſtle 
hath intitled them wncertaine riches > When 
GOD doth make it appeare by experience, 
that they bee moſt fickle, which by the teſtis 
mony of his word, wee will not count to bee 
ſuch ; is not this a plaine puniſhment of our 
| confidence in them? And muſt wee not by 
| | theſe blowes tnforme our / ſelues ſo of this 
property , as to relolue hereafter, I will not 
truſt in riches, that is to ſay, 1 will not build 
# pon a rotten quagmire? I know that almoſt 
all the world willcry not guilty of this fault, but 
1 it is becauſe they doe not know the fault, They 
Ws doe plainely praQtiſe it , though they flatly 
ji” 41 deny it, For what is it to truſt in any 
'*" thing , but to- hold vp _ our hopes of at- 
x taining 
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eaining the good wee deſire, or eſcaping 
the eujll wee ſhunne, by the helpe and bene- 
fit of that thing , hee that ſtayes his belicfe 
and hope vpon a thing, hee truſts in it, let 
him ſay what hee will to the contrary, Now 
haue you not thus done with wealth. Did 
not thou promiſe thy ſelfe a weeke ſince to live 
merrily and comfo:tably, and to efcape hun. 
ger, colde, nakedneſſe,&c. becauſe thou haſt 
a conuenient houſe, fitte ſtvffe in it, and 
fitre things to maintaine thee > and now tell 


. me, what is become of theſe thine hopes 2 


an] this thy truſt > when all thy goods are 
gone, and nothing is left but aſhes, Oh ſee 
ſce, that riches are very runagates, and fugi- 
tives, that they be very lyes and falſitics , 
and that if they promiſe a man comfort in old 


age, or helpe in any time, againſt any mt- _ 


ſcrie, they doc but couſin him with ſhewes: 
For how can that. helpe thee, which may 
runne from thee cuerte day and houre. Now 
learne to enioy wealth, fo long as GOD 
doth gine it thee; but neuer to promiſe thy 
ſelfe comfort or benefit from it, which is to 
truſt tn ir. It is a thing as thine eyes haue 
told thee lately, more eaſily mouecable, more 


eaſily looſeable, then that it can make gvod 


ſuch promiſes. There is yet one morediſecaſe of che 
foule abbur riches , the dropſie of inſatiable 
and inſatisfiable wiſhes for more more, Men 


haue enlarged their hearts to the things.be- 
low, 
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low, as the' graue it ſelfe, and learne-of the 
Horieleach to cry give glue. Thoſe that be- 
ganne with a little, and arc raiſed to large 
citates , are no iot leſſe preetily defirons 
of more, then they were at firſt, nay their 
hearts arc ſo wtcathed with their goods, be-« 
cauſe rhey lay them vp in their hearts, that 
{till they are fitted ro hold more, by how 
mach more is put into them. Now the Lord 
by taking from you much of your ſabftance, 
warned you to cut off much of your defires 
after more. Thou didft thinke thy ſtate too 
little, and defired{t an increaſe, God did thinke 
ittoo much; and ſaw fit to decreaſe it, without 
doubt hee is wiſer then thy ſelfe : now 
learne to diminiſh thy longing after wealth, 
as much and more, then hee hath dimini- 
ſhed thy wealth. And it 1s a more happie 
thing to looſe riches, it with all wee looſe 
that cager deſire of them , which their pre- 
ſence did increaſe, then ſtill to poſleſſe them, 
and ſtill ro bee fo eager after more, learne 
to know when you haue enough , becauſe 
the Lord hath made it appeare , that his 
minde was contrary to your defires, and that 
hee accountedit too much, which you eſteemed 
notenough. 

One great diſorder more of this kinde 
their remaineth, more proper to the mea 
ner ſort of people, All their complaint 

3s 
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is that they hauenothing, like to vngratefull beggars, 
that deny they bad any almes where they had not ſo 
large an almes as they defired. Such were divers of 
you, you had ſuch poore houſes,ſuch cold houſes, you 
had nothing to hang vpon you; I ſay all your words 
tended ro diminiſh rhe gifts that God had given, Theſe 
were lying and falle complaints and mutterings, and 
now the Lord doth call you to ſorrow tor them, and 
amendment of them, by verifying them whether you 
will ornot, How glad would(t thou bee now, it 
that houſe were ſtanding, or thoſe goods remaining, 
which thou didſit often abuſe with the name of no- 
thing. Beware of mutteting cauſlcſly, thar God may 
not be angry to heare thoſe mutterings, and make you 
proue them true, ro your further ſmart, Thus my 
beloued brethren 1 haue ſhewed you what offences 
they be,the reformation of which the Lord doth ex- 
ped: Let me adde one thing more which the confide- 
ration of the inſtrument of your miſery doth leade vs 
vnto.In Scripture we read,that God hath appearcd in 
fireand tempeſt, then, when he would ſtrike a feare of 
himlelfe into the heares of men & make them tremble 
and quake before him. Thus in the giuing of the Law 
he clad himſelfe witha conſuming flame, and in the 
Pſalme.there went a ſmoake our of his noſtrills, and 
fire out of his mouth conſumed. And in another 
Pſalme,cloudes and datknefle are round about him, and 
| a fire goeth before him. Sodid hee ſhew himlſelte to 
* 1obin a tempeſt and whirewinde, and to El:ah in a 
' mighty winde and fire. Theſe things are terrible to 
* man,and make the ftouteſt heart to quake. The Lord 
{ In cauſing his creatures to ſhew themſelues ſo terrible 
| would checke vs for that want of feare of his owne 
| | H g reat- 
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greatnefle, which is found 1n vs; O the feare of God is 
not before our eyes. Who is ſo much afraid to offend 
God,as he is of the fury of the flaming fire,not crying, 
not running away from the fire, not conueighing of 
your goods from out of his reach;is fire {o fearfull,one 
of Gods hoſt, and will not you learne to feare before 
the conſuming fire of his wrath? Mend I pray that 
carelcile contempt of God, which is the cauſe of moſt 


other {innes, and tremble now before him,one or two 
of whole creatures you ſee to be ſo irrefiſtible, How 


canſt chou ſtand againſt God, how dareſt thou ruſh vp. 
on his wrath, that didſt make ſuch haſt to runne away 
trom wind and {moake and flame ? 

Theſe bethechicfe faults, which you muſt endea- 
uour to redrefle by meanes of this viſitation. 

I goe forward to ſhew you by what meanes you 
may cauſe this crofle ro further your amendment of 
theſe and other faults. To this end foure things zre 
neceſſary. Firſt you muſt lJooke vp to God in this mi- 
ſery, and acknowledge his hand in it, and withdraw 
your eyes, from the ſecondary cauſe or occaftion ; For 
itis the Lord that ſendeth both euill and good, both 
proſperous and aduerſe things to perticular perſons, 
and to whole townes andcountries, Carcleſenefſe and 
negligence of any perſon, could not haue produced ſo 
lamentable alofle, if Gods providence had not fo dil- 
poſed, that ſuch negligence ſhould hauec falne our, at 
ſuch a time, in ſuch a rough and violent winde, fitting 


' inſucha pointas to drive it vpon you, not from you, 


The Lord that knew the winds would then bee very 
boyfterous and violent,and that they would fit firly ro 


carie the flame from houſe to houſe, euen till they had 


paſſed chrough al the places which he ſaw fit to ſtrike, 
| | hee 
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hee I ſay, he by his good prouidence,did order things 
{o that the heedleſeneſle of fome or other ſhould then 
giue occafion,to the breaking out of the fire, when the 
froſty winde had made each thing as dry almoſt as tin- 
derto recciue fire, and when the preſent tempeſt was 
ready to ſcarrer and diſperſe the fire. Say thou to 
thy ſelte,thar haſtloſt thy goods or houſe or both;The 
God of heauen hee rules all things, hee diſpoſeth of all 
euents, none fo great, none ſo little, but it is ſubieR to 
his prouidencez cafuall chings, to him arenot caſuall, 
vncertaine things to him are not vncertaine. Fire, wa- 
ter, ayre, earth, winde,tempeſt, all things, are his crea- 
tures, none of them can ſtirre without his power and 
knowledge, The finnes of men, their careleſeneſle, 
their wilfulneſle, their aRions of all ſorts, are all vnder 
hiseye,all vader his decree; Iris hee that. doth mode- 
rare euery perticular euent, neither is chance or hap 


any thing but an. idle word, vnleſſe wee meane by itan 


aQ of Gods prouidence moſt certainly gouerning 
thoſerhings that co men are vncertaine. ? will not 
therefore trouble my felte with inquiring of or chafe- 
ing againſt the perſon or perſons, by whoſe faultineſſe 
this varuly feruant, was made a Maſter : but I will 
looke only to God,and ſay with 106, he hath giuen,and 
he hath taken, The fixing of the words or thoughts 
too much vpon the ſecondarie cauſe of any croſle, 
hinders the ſpirituall working of it for the hea- 
ling of the ſoule ; but the looking vp to GOD, 
and calling our thoughts to his all-ruling hand, 
doth make the ſoule capable of being reformed 
by croſſes, This doe in the firſt place. And ſecondly, 
Take notite of your finnes as the cauſes that haue pro- 
uvoked God, and incenſed = the principall ppp 
2 an 
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and {0 procured this aduerlity. Speake vnto your 


T2 


| foules ofren,and that not in a few formall and generall 


words, but effcQually and p rticulaily, ſaying ; Iris 
f11ne and onely finne that m-keth the Creator to fend 
miſeric vpon his creatures. Hee doth no more defire 
our pouerry,then our death, but that we, by tranſgreſ- 
ſing his Law doc compcll his Juſtice to ſhew it ſclte,as 
It were in defence of his autho'i'y. AluſtPrince muſt 
puniſh vadurifull ſubiects, vnleſle hee would forfaire 
the honour of Tuſtice, Becauſe wee haue ſinned in 
breaking Gods Sabbath, hee hath interruprcd vs, in 
the reſt of this Sabbath, with ſo hideous an interrup- 
tion ; becauſe wee haue ſinned in abuſing his S:cra- 
ment,he hath turned vs from this Sicrament, in ſo vn- 
comfortable a fathion. In a word, ſay to thy ſelfe, I 
haue ſinned in murmuring that I had ſo litile;or wiſh- 
ingthatI h:d more. I haue ſometimes ſpent, ſomee 
times gotten, ſomtimes kept, valawfully & againſt my 
duty Some of this that I hauc loſt, was gotren by ſuch 


cout ſesas I cannot iultifie, ſome ſaucd when God did 
call for it, and theretore hee hath now in this manner 


depriucd me of it. O how vilea thing is finne, which 
forfaiteth the goods 3s well as the ſoule, and pulleth 
vpon me fo fore puniſhments in this life, beſides thoſe 
of the other world. Cauſe your f{oules, by frequent 
and carncſt sfhirming ir vato them, to be aſfuredly per- 
ſwadcd, that theſe finnes which I haven med, arc the 
true cauſes of your preſent loſle, and the lofſe you ſuf. 
fer willcauſe you to hate finne, and hatred will bring 
forth amendment. We ſay that with our rongues ma- 
ny times, which we do not bclecue with our harts;but 
he that can make his heart fully to aſſent to this truth, 
My finnes in generall, and by name ſuchand ſuch fins 
arc the things tor which 1 am thus ſmitcen, ſhall nor 
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chooſe but loath his finnes when he labours vnder the 
burthen of their cuill cffefs. Bur thirdly, you muſt 
ſtriuc ro make your grietes {pirituall, as in part I did 
exhort you at the bzginning. A man may kill him- 
{clfe with crying and weeping for his ſmart or wants; 
and yet his {ines be neuer a whit the more killed, but 
if when any affliction befallech himſclfe,and he findes 
his ſorrowes itirring within him, hce will then ſer his 
ſforrowes againſt his ſinnes , that ſorrow will ſurely 
ſubduethe power ot finnz. Say to your ſelues, I can- 
not but f1gh, and gr.eue, and mourne, to ſce ſo great 
and ſolamentable an alteration. I hid an houſe yeſter- 
day,or the other day,now I am houfleſſe. 1 hada bed 
to lye vpon, but now itis burnt, I had goods to ſerue 
my turnc,a1d now they be gone 1nto {moake, my ſtate 
is grea Iy weakned,if not vererly vndone, I cannot bue 
be {ad and afflited in heart for this. Bur ah thoſe fins 
which haue opencd gie treafurie of Gods Iaſtice, and 
made him vſe theſe weapons to fight againſt mee, doe 
deſerue and will procore infinite more mifery.Some'is 
loſt now, all muſt beloſt ſurely, with body &ſoule and 
all, yea body and foule and all muſt be burhed;and yet 
remaine for cuer burning in thoſe flames that ſhall not 
begin oneday,and burne-violently tor another,& then 
flackeagaine the third ; but ſhall continue for ever 
burning with vnſpcakeable rage and rorment, Dorh 
the loſſe of my goods pinch me? what ſhallche boſe of 
heaven doc ? was fire (0 cerrible when it: ſeized atone 
vpon mine houſe ? what ſhallic be when ir ſeizeth on 
my ſelfe? This croſle is nothing, leffe then noching, 
compared to, what I haue juſtly deferued, and mult cer- 
aincly fuffer, if I prevent irnot by godly ſorrow. I 


will therefore gricuc, not for ſotrifling a thing as this, 
H 2 bur 
4 : 
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bur for the ſinnes which will procure ten thouſand 
times worſe miſery, Ah wretch rhatI am,ah wicked 
wretch, why haue Ibroken the Lords Sabbath ? wiy 
haue I abuſed Gods Sacrament ? why haue I beenc 
drunken,or ſuffered, and nor puniſhed drunkenneſle ? 
why haue I ſet light by Gods threats, which I heard 
other Sabbaths? why hauec I beene vniuſt £ why hauc 
Ilyed, coozned, and vied hard dealing, to get that [ 
cannot keepe ? ., why was niggardly when I had Its 
that could not tell how Jong I ſhould have it ? why 
did I mif:ſpend ſo much thus, and ſo much thus © 
why did I thinke highly of my ſelfe for my goods f 
and traſt in them, and could never thinke I had 
enough 2 or why was I ſoynthankfull, as ſtil] to mut- 
ter, that I had nothing, and cnuy that others had fo 
much? Theſe bee the faults thar haue kindled this 
flame, and will kindle a worſe z © O for theſe let mee 
weepe, Lord they be vile faults, vnreaſonable,abſurd, 
fooliſh, contrary to thy written word, andthe law of 
naturall wiſedome, and doe giue thce iuſt cauſe of 
being yet more angry. Oh fooliſh heart why haſt thou 
thus ſinned ! Be aſhamed, O my ſoule,bee ſorrowfull, 


- bevileinthine owne eyes, becauſe thou haſt ſo great- 


ly tranſgreſſed thy duty and prouoked God. Brethren 
it you will endeauor thus to reQtifie your ſorrowes, 


they will become godly forrowes,and they will purge 


away finue. 

Bur laſtly, you muſt remember this crofle often, ſo 
as to conf1der of it, and pray for this fruit of it. The 
roo ſoone forgetting of blowes makes the little childe 
co be lictle the better for them, and to draw vpon him- 
ſelfe new firipes, by renewing his former faults ; but 
you muſt not play the children thus, you muſt often, 

.often 
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often call to minde the terribleneſſe of theſe flames , 
and the doubts, feares, cryes and lamentations which 
you found in your ſelues, and heard and ſaw in othets; 
and you mult beſeech the Lord to make you profit by 
the ſtrokes of his hand, and to ſanRifie the preſent at- 
fiction, and all other ro your bettering : Repreſent 
to your owne thoughts many times the miſerableneſs 
and fearefulnefle of che ſight you ſaw , when you ſaw 
your ownc, and fo many of your neighbours houſes 
deliuercd ouer to the roaring flames, and your ſelucs 
| vnable to reſcue them. Make thoſe thoughts often 
preſent with you which you had then, and ſtriue to 
pull into your mindes the ſame affeRions, & then cry to 
' God, OLord, now make mce to profit by the crofſes 
in having mine heart made more and more out of 
loue with finne in generall, and chiefly with ſuch and 
* ſuch finnes. If God chaſtiſe vs, and teach vs of his 
| wayes, happy be we, and doubtlcfſe he will teach vs if 
we call ro mind his correQions, and beg'teaching. So 
haue you the beſt direQions I could giue for the prac- 
tiſe of this truth, ſhall I craue your leaue to ſubioyne a 
| few words, for vic,andT hauc done. 

Two things maſt bee commended to each of your 
conſiderations. Firſt thoſe that are guilty of not amen- 
ding on former chaftiſcments muſt rake notice of their 
finne ro be humbled atir. An incorrigible perſon is a 
erear {inner : and whatis hee bur incorrigible whom 
the blowes of Gods hand haue not reformed ? How 3 
can thar diſeaſe bar kill, which is obſtinate againft me- Wo 
dicines * How can thoſe finnes but damne which will i 
not be driuen away by correRions ? The rod of cor- * = 
reRion, faith Salomon, will chaſe away the folly that |} 2 


is bound to a childes heart ; and thoſe to. whom _ 
tolly 
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folly cleauerh ſo faſt that the rod of correRion will not 
ſirre it, cannot bee eſteemed Gods children, but his e- 
nemies, and therefore the ſword of vengeance muſt 
cut them off. Iam ſorry to be the meſſenger of heauy 
tydings, but eruth muſt be told, cho it diſpleaſe newer 
ſo much. Letall them know whom Gods afflitions 
haue not brought to a carefull ſhunning of finne, that 
either ſorer blowes muſt come to efteR that which the 
lighter haue nor, or elſe they mult viterly periſh. Hath 
not God met with thee in thy dayes ? Hath not he vi- 
ſited thee in thy children, in thy goods, in thy health, 
in thy name, in any of the things thar are naturally 
deare vnto thee ? if yea, what hath beenc the iſſue £ 
Haſt thou made light of ſome of them refuſing to 
fecle them ? and tho perhaps ſome others haue made 
thee ſmart and roare (yea and that 1t may beſo, as to 
confeſle thy fault and promiſe amendment: ) yet no 
ſooner waſt thou looſed from the bands of aduerſitie, 
but thou didſt returne to the ancient licentiouſneſſe of 
ſinning ? waſt thou a Drunkard, a follower of vaine 


company, a gameſter, alyar, a coozener, a wanton, a 


Sabbath breaker,a ſwearer,a rayler, a worldly minded 
man, a revengctull man, a finner in any kinde cuen as 


- bad as before ? I fay is this thy caſe ? then ſtand ill 


and hearethy doome from the mouth of him whom 


ehou calleſi thy Sauiour ; A worſe thing ſhall befall thee, 
This returning backe tothe ſamecrimes, after confeſ- 


fion,afrer ſubmiſſion,after promiſes of reformation, is 


a wonderfull dangerous fault, It ſhewes a world of 
euile and hardneflc in the heart; it ſhewes that a man 
fAatters God with his lips, it ſhewes that hce hath ſer 
his loue vponſiane, and if any man have ferucd the 


Lord thus, like a deceirfull bow, ſome few times as 
Pharash 


— 
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Pharaoh did : Let him bee affured that the Lord is 
euen out of all hope of him as it were, andif hee bee 
gotten to ſome preſent caſe and proſperitie, it is 
becauſe the Lord, is whetting his ſword to cur him 
off. Great is bis danger that hath refuſed to receiue 
correQ:on, and to turne, that hath becene as baſe met- 
tall, which no melting can refine, that hath been like 
ſuch filthy clours, which no waſhing can make clean: 
that hath bene like the fretting leprofie, which after 
ſcraping off the duſt and new plaiſtering,doth breake 
Out againe, That houſe muſt be pulled downe; thoſe 
clouts muſt be caft tothe Daunghill,that mettral! muſt 
bee flung away, and that man muſt finke into hell, 
I pray youcuery man to confider, if himſelfe be not 
ſuch, and it he bee, now take notice of thine hard- 
neſſe, wilfulnefſe, guilfalncfle, loue of finne , con- 
rempr of Gods hand,obſtinacy againft his rod, and 
now fall downe, and lament this finne,and returne to 
God againe; renew thy promiſcs which thou 
mad-(t in aduerfitic, and ſecke ro performe them, 
that thou mayeſt not bee deſtroyed, O let this ad- 
monition of che word, fo reutue the remembrance of 
thy griefcs,8& of thy purpoſes, and of thy faire words 
which thou gaveſt vnro God & man,that rhou mayft 

tremble to thinke of thy great wickedneſl>, in going 
back » from thy good words to thy bad deeds, and 
may. ſt now rerurne againe tothy tormer purpoſes, 

and p'1r them in execution. 

And ſecondly; brethren, T muſt ſpeake to you all 
and each jn regard of the prcſenr c:lamity; your 
eyes rel you ri1..t God bath ſaitten you, who ciſe 
could hauc made the wirde and fl.mic to mcerc fo 
I 41216 
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' right, and tocontinue togther ſo long ? your eares 
tell you what vſe the Lord lookes that you ſhould 
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make of his blowes. Now in the Lords name I re- 
queſt, yea require you, to take this happie counſell 
of our Lord IESVS CHRIST. All of you in 
oenerall muſt doe this. The Towne 1s as a common 
bodie, one pcrſon. Tho this ſtroke haue nor light 
vpon euery one, yet hath it falne vpon the whole, as 
rhe childe is correted, when one part 1s made to 
ſmart, whereforeall in generall,are called by GO D 
to a carefull amendment of their lives. Doe not 
thinke, you whoſe goods and houſes ſtand intire and 
vnrouched, that you bee not as great offenders as 
your brethren; doe not thinke that the Lord hath 
not ſhewzd his anger to you, and againſt you for 
your finnes. As the tengue doth offend in periury, 
and the cares are puniſhed by being nayled to the 
pillorie ; and as the hand offcndeth in thefr, and the 


backe receiverh the ſtripes in being whipped : ſo 


when a whole towne hath ſinned, God ſtriketh ſome 
one part forthe common finnes, as hereamong you, 


for if hee ſhould haue ſmitten euery one, it would 


hauec beege the deſtruction of the Towne, and not 
their corfection. And when hee findeth an whole 
Nation ftnfull, he ſmiteth ſome Townes and Cities, 
to admoniſh all, as lately by the Plague, for if all 
ſhoald haue beene alike ſmitten, all had beene loft. 


I bzſeech you therefore to {ce Gods hand againſt 


your ſelues, for your offences, and reſolue to finne no 
more in any of thoſe things, whereof you are guiltic. 
God harh ſhewed more gentlenefle to you, in that 
others haue borne the blowes, which the finnes that 

you 
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you have commited, as well as theirs, haue deſer. 
ued,; make nota lefle good vie of Gods hand, becauſe 
he hath ſhewed more clemencie and gentleneſle, Ir 
is an ill yſe of mercie to grow carelefle and hard- 
hearted, Let vs all therefore reſolue to finne no 
more, no more to prouoke Gods anger, to hazard 
our {clues no more, no moreto draw his ſtripes vp- 
on vs. Is not this burning great enough © Haue nor 
thoſe flames frighted youcnough 2 is not this loſle 
ſufficient ? would you another fire ? another winde? 
a more violent winde ? a more furious flame ? ifnor 
(as I know you cannor make ſo fond a choice) Oler 
the Lord haue his purpoſe, and attaine his defires 
now at this once, without any more adoc, What 
can the childe gaine by ncgleRing and ſetting light 
by his fathers threats, but, that blowes muſt follow ? 
what by ſtouting it out againſt one blow, and not re. 
| garding to amend at the firft ſtroke, bur that his fa- 
ther muſt take the rod in hand againe, and make him 
ſmart with harder ftripes. Brethren I haue often 
| ſpoken to you in Gods name, The laſt Tueſday my 
| Textſeruing, I called you ro amendment, you ſee 
what hath followed. It being now admoniſhed 
| apaine, after corrections, you refuſe to make this 
onely rightvſe of both, the Lord will not bee ſet 
| downe, hee will deale peruerfly with che peruerſe, as 
thePlalme hath ic, and bee hard-hearted with the 
hard-hearted, as wee ſee in the caſe of Pharaoh, and 
though he may deferre a time to giue you ſpace and 
time for amendment, yet in due time, and after a fic 
[pace hee will againe returne to viſit you with more 


lcueriry. Wherefore as ur loue your owne cale, 
2 as 
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{Pg as you deſire the continuance of your proſperity, as 
TH 2 you wiſh no more to fecie ſuch ſoreand heauie crof- 
j 1h | {c's, promile, re(viue, enceauor to ſanne H0 M0Ye_, 
1: breaks the Sabbath no more palpably, abuſe the Sa. 
# crament no more grofly. Be no more drunken,be no 
F bh more (paring to Drunkards , but Jet each of you 
Mat praiſe ſobriety in himſelte,and the Gouernors pu- 
way!  _niſh drunkennes in others. B:no more fearclefſe of 
# God,b2 no more vngratefull tor your conſtanc pre- 
: | ſervation; Get no more by varightcous dealing, or 
Ninh immoderate labour;keepe no more from God or his 
= poore,or the publike ſtate; {pend no more waſtful- 
I ly,{tafully,<xcefſiuely; Be no more proud thar you 
T are rich;Truft no more in vncertaine riches, conet 
bl not to get more, grumble not that you haue ſo lit. 
11: tle, enuy not that others exceede youin wealth. I 
(1 pray you reſolue-co fling from you, all finnes, moſt 
MF of all your moſt pretious fins, and in particular, and 
PU with ſpecial) care thoſe ſinnes which I haue named, 
*.4 Why will you not dwell in ſafety, why will you not 
: i enioy your goods and houſes ? why will you not 
q fue your ſclues from more and worſe miſcries-? 
8 Thc Lord ſends his Word amongſt you to make 
1 | you profit by his blowes. He doth not!grudge you 
1 3 your wealth, bur takes ic from you to give you no- 
\Þ | tice that your {innes diſpleaſc him, Hee is not de: 
is lighted in your miſery,no more then your ſclues are: 
in the ſmart of your children; It is your amendmet, 
that he {ceketh, endeauoreth,calleth for; and with-: 
our this, nothing will, nothing can, nothing ſhould; 
pleaſe him. It he ſhould corre for {in once, and: 
after ſuffrit varcformed, he ſhould deale vaiuſtly,: 
Vi 
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vnwiſcly, weakely, not like himſelfe. Either thoſe 
euills that I have named,and the reſt of which you 
arc guilty,be roughr and wicked,or they be not fo. 
It chey be nor wicked, why ſhould hee corre you 
at all ? If chey be, why ſhould he ceaſe correcting, 
zfore you ceaſe finning? It is not crying out,it is 
not roaring and lamenting, it is not a whimpring 
contefſion of ftns, it is not a-cl2morous calling for 
mercy, that will pacifie God, or ſerue your turnes 
for ſatety. All ſeeming remorſe, all ſhewes of hu- 
miliarion, all blubbering and crying, 1s worth no. 
thing,nay it isa greater prouocation to him,if with. 
all, you joyne not as the cff:Rand fruit of all, this of 
our bleſſed Sautour, S/zrec no more, Of this you 
muſt minde every man himſelfe, enery one his or 
her yoke-tcliow,his or ker neighbour, for this you 
muſt call vpon your ſclues ; Oh thar I could be able 
to finne no more; forthis you muſt call vpon God, 
O Lord rhat requireſt amendment, worke amend- 
ment 5 Inable as well as command, and then 
through thy grace I will promiſe what thou requi- 


— — 


reſt, and pertorme what I hauc promiſed; Lord: 


I will ne n0 more. 
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